What can I 

give Him . . .?
Parish of 
XXXXX
The next line of the Christmas Carol is ‘poor as I am’.  There then follows a few lines speaking of what others could give.  These then conclude with:
‘What I can I give him.

Give my heart.’

As we approach Christmas, all who are on the Church Roll are asked to review their own giving and the motivation for giving.  If we sing the line ‘give my heart’, this must mean offering ourselves – including our purses, pockets and wallets.

How does this work for us?
As a local Church, our PCC discussions are dominated by the need to pay bills.  We have had to seek relief from our contribution to the Diocesan Common Fund.  Our parish finances are not healthy.  Where the money comes from – and where it goes – is shown later in this booklet.
However, the Common Fund is used to resource clergy, and other elements of mission and ministry, across the Diocese.  It is how the Church of England works – the wealthier areas supporting the less well off.  If we are to benefit from an increased level of support, surely we must demonstrate that we are giving what we can.

Do we give from the heart?
But, let us not forget the line:

‘What I can, I give him’

which is taken from teaching of St Paul, who reminds us that a person’s gift is acceptable from what one has – never mind what is beyond their means (2 Corinthians 8:12).

This provides a challenge and a reassurance.

A challenge because if we can increase our giving we should and a reassurance that if we cannot increase our giving God will understand.

We do not have any Ananias and Sapphiras in our congregation!

Jesus spoke on the use of money and possessions more than any subject.
There are few of us as generous as the widow in the parable of the widow’s mite.  She gave all that she had – there was nothing left.

Perhaps it is too trite to say that, in terms of giving, it is often the widows that do.  It is the rest of us that only might!

And, her motivation was a love for and a desire to give back to God, through Jesus.  It was nothing to do with keeping the Church going – it was well beyond that, and that is where generosity is.

Do we give from the heart?

At our regular Communion services, we honour God with the prayer of King David:
‘Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  All things come from you and of your own do we give you.’
If all comes from God, we are only giving back.

And, how does giving compare with God’s gift to us – Jesus.  And where does our sacrifice measure when compared with the Cross . . . ?

Do we give from the heart?

Those of us with more should be giving more.  Biblical teaching is consistent regarding proportionate giving.  Old Testament teaching talks of 10% of income.

The Church of England has been encouraging members to give 5% of income to and through the Church.  This has been the case since 1970.  The latest information on this can be found in the enclosed ‘Giving for Life’ booklet.
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If we all reviewed our giving in the light of present circumstances, the financial position of the parish would be improved and we may be able to do more.
But we do realise that not everyone can increase their giving.  However, if we could, collectively, achieve a level of giving of just half of the national average, we can come nearer to meeting our parish financial obligations.

Where does the money come from?
We have set out our 20XX income figures and made an estimate for the remainder of the year.


£        

Heading
xxxxx
Heading
xxxxx

Heading
xxxxx

Heading
xxxxx

Where does the money go?


£        

Parish Share
xxxxx
Insurance/heat/light
xxxxx
Heading
xxxxx
Heading
xxxxx
An average increase of a relatively small amount per person per week is what is needed.

What next?
In your pack is a response form.  Before completing it, please talk to God (there are some suggested prayers overleaf).
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Complete the response form (and Gift Aid declaration if you pay Income Tax).  A Standing Order form will enable your Giving Back to God to take place on the day you receive your regular income (Moses teaches first fruits in Deuteronomy 26).  Seal your response in the response envelope.  All responses will be offered at the altar on XXXXXX.  Please come and be part of this.


Thank you for:
· reading this booklet

· what you have given

· your prayerful response

· what you will give.

Prayers
O Bounteous God, from your hand I have received everything.  All that I am and have; life itself, the love of family and friends, and the precious gift of faith.  How can I ever thank you, for all I have is yours?  You so loved the world that you gave us your Son.  I can do no less than offer you myself, body and soul, to you and your service.  Take all that I am and have, and keep me forever faithful to you.  Michael Buckley
Lord Jesus Christ, no matter where we are, far away or near at hand, off involved in the hurly-burly of life, immersed in human cares or joys, light-hearted or down in the dumps, draw us to yourself, draw us so that we become totally yours.  Søren Kierkegaard

O God, our heavenly Father, who so loved the world that you gave your only Son to die upon the cross: Pour your love into our hearts, we humbly beseech you; that we loving you above all things, may give up ourselves, our time, our money, our talents, to your service; for the sake of him who loved us and gave himself for us, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  John R W Stott

O Lord, help us to go out of ourselves, so that we may give ourselves over to you, with all our powers, with all that we are and all that we have.  Jacob Boehme
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