Biblical Principles for Giving

1  THE OLD TESTAMENT TEACHING

In the Old Testament, God’s people were encouraged to recognise that 100% of all they had and enjoyed was a gift of God (1 Chronicles 29: 10 – 14).  Giving fell into two categories:– 

1
‘Tithing’ was the established practice of giving back to God a tenth of the harvest of both land and livestock (Ex 22:29; 34: 19 – 20, 26; Lev 27: 26 – 33; Deut 14: 22 – 29; 15: 19 – 23; 26: 1 – 15)

2
From the 90% left after the tithe, God’s people were encouraged to make ‘freewill’ offerings, entirely of their choice (Ex 35:29; 36:3b; Deut 12: 6, 17).

2  THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING

The word ‘tithe’ is not mentioned in the New Testament – the apostles stressed grace & freewill rather than a legal requirement.  However, it would be difficult to imagine that they would encourage Christians to give less than their OT counterparts!

Paul’s teaching on giving contained in his two surviving letters to the Christians in Corinth provide a good guide to giving today.  The key passages are 2 Corinthians 8 & 9, and 1 Corinthians 16: 1 – 3.

The key truth is that our giving (of self, time, talents and money) is a response to the wonderful love and grace we have been shown by God in the gift of Jesus Christ to be our saviour –
‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.’ (2 Cor 8:9)

In 2 Corinthians 8: 1 – 8 we discover that Christian giving is:-
• a response to ‘grace received’ (v 1)

• marked by ‘rich generosity’ (even despite relative poverty – v 2, 3)

• a privilege (v 4)

• only part of a whole mind-set of offering our whole selves to God (v 5)

• not a command, but a test of ‘the sincerity of our love’ (v 8)

In 2 Corinthians 9: 6 – 15, Paul explains how we can approach life with either a generous or miserly heart. Paul encourages us to be ‘cheerful’ givers, not giving ‘reluctantly or under compulsion’.  He promises that if we look to God to supply our needs, we will always have the freedom to be generous in our giving –

‘You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion’ (2 Cor 9: 11)

In 1 Corinthians 16: 2, Paul offers some practical guidelines, helping us to see that Christian giving should be:-
•
personal (‘each of you’) – all members need to play their part

•
planned (‘should set aside a sum of money’ - we all need to think through our giving, rather than approaching it haphazardly

•
proportionate (‘in keeping with your income’) – we are all in different financial situations and we need to give in line with what we can reasonably afford, although the story of the widow’s mite should remind us that a sacrificial approach is close to God’s heart  –  hence the final ‘p’ . . .
•
painful (‘saving it up’); Christ was extravagantly generous, giving even his life for us – he looks to us to mirror his generosity as we handle what he has given us.
Above all, we should ask God to grant us ‘the Corinthian attitude’ – ‘each of you should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’ (2 Cor 9:7).

3  HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND TODAY?

Every aspect of our mission and ministry is dependent for funding on our own giving.  From what we have seen above, each individual’s giving is a matter for prayerful consideration between ourselves and the Lord.  No one else can tell you what to give.

The other papers in this year’s Giving Pack explain in more detail what we need to fulfil our mission this year, and how best to arrange your giving.  It is essential that we secure our ongoing, day-by-day budgetary needs at the start of the year.  I would hope that each of us will commit some time to ask Him how He would like us to respond to the challenges and opportunities which lie ahead of us this year.

I hope you have already learnt the truth that no one can out-give God – there is a joy in giving sacrificially which can only be experienced.  The scriptures promise that we will not suffer if we are faithful to what God asks of us.  So – give to the Lord what’s right, not what’s left!

‘God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus’ (Phil 4. 19)
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