Make all you can, 

save all you can . . .

Give all you can

This is a quotation attributed to 
John Wesley, who preached extensively throughout this area.

Picture of church

St XXXXX Church,

XXXXX
Planned Giving Review 20XX
First and foremost, thank you for giving so generously to the church.  Your support is much appreciated!

It is important for you to keep your giving under review. 

Are you giving too much?  Could you afford a little more?

 Before that, let’s recall why you give and the difference your money makes.
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Why do you give?

Giving has always been central to Christian life.  The idea of ‘tithes’ is based on the principle that each person gives one tenth of their annual produce or earnings.

Indeed, there is a Biblical basis for giving regularly, beginning in the Old Testament. This, for instance, is from Leviticus:

· One tenth of all the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, belongs to the Lord.


Leviticus 27:30 (NIV) 

The teaching of the New Testament then continues that of the Old, but the emphasis is on encouraging generosity, not stating a requirement.  Here is Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians:

· Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.  On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.

[image: image2.jpg]



1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV)

This, in turn, is reflecting what is written in the Gospels.  Here is Luke:

· Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
Luke 6:38 (NIV)

And the thoughts of King David, recorded in Chronicles, are reflected in our own worship, week by week.  The priest says “Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty.”  And we reply “All things come from you and of your own do we give you.”
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What is the money used for?

The largest, single portion of it goes into what our Diocese calls its Common Fund.  This is the money that pays all the priests stipends + employers’ National Insurance contributions, and all their support costs – pensions, housing and so on.  A little also goes to fund the support services at Diocesan HQ in Wells, and some goes on to the church at national level, to support that work too.

[image: image4.png]


There is a short film about the Bath & Wells Common Fund which you may like to watch on YouTube.    You can find it by searching for ‘Bath & Wells Common Fund’.

In a spirit of Christian fellowship, it is readily understood and accepted that some parishes will pay more than their own running costs, while some in less affluent areas, will benefit from the giving elsewhere of their brothers and sisters.  Acts 2 v 44 - 45, recognises this situation.

All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
Acts 2:44 - 45 (NIV)

What should I give?

This is the really important question for those, like you, who already give to the church on a regular, planned basis.  What each of us gives depends on our own circumstances.  And the amount that we decide to offer regularly to God must be kept under review.

Remember Christ’s own comments, recorded by Luke:

· As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.  He also saw a poor widow dropping in two very small, copper coins.  “I tell you the truth,” he said.  “This poor widow has put in more than all the others.”
Luke 21:1 - 3 (NIV)

We can draw two conclusions from this:

· Contribute according to your means.  Remember, Wesley said, “Give all you can”!

· Therefore, keep what you give under regular review.  As your circumstances change, amend what you give – up or down.

The act of regularly reviewing the amount you give is important.  Once you, and others in your congregation, have determined what to give, it is important to celebrate it.  This will be done by having a celebratory element in the worship on ‘Response Sunday’, as part of the planned giving review.

When should I give?

In times gone by, when tithes were paid in produce, this would have been specifically at harvest time.  Things are different now!

Most people now receive their pay or pension on a monthly basis.  Why not set your gift to the church to be made on the day your main income source goes into your account each month?  Indeed, this may be what you already do. 

What’s next?

Many currently give by Standing Order.  As a result of reviewing your contribution, you may need to amend your instruction to the bank.

If, by any chance, you do not currently give in this way, you are encouraged to do so in future.  To assist with that, this leaflet contains a detachable, Standing Order form, with Gift Aid Declaration.

Please complete it and give it to NAME, the parish Treasurer.

Please complete 

Full name [CAPITALS PLEASE] 

………………………………………………………………..
Address ….……………………………………............
…………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………
Postcode ……………………………

Telephone ……………………………………………….
Email ……………………………………………………….
I wish to give/continue to give £ ………….. monthly/quarterly/annually until further notice starting on ………………… (date)

I would like to give/continue to give by:-


Standing Order


Regular envelopes


Other………………………………………
Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer and eligible to Gift Aid your donation, please complete the form below.  This will increase your gift by 25p for every £1 given (at current rate), at no extra cost to you or us.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made from the date of this declaration and in the past four years.  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………
Standing Order


Your bank and account

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………









Address ………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………
Please pay £ …………… 

monthly/quarterly/annually from my bank account (details above) to:

The Church’s bank and account 
(Church to complete) 

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………….







Address ………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Starting on ………………. (date) until further notice.

This order cancels any previous instructions in favour of the above named Parochial Church Council.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………


PARISH TO SELECT one or two prayers from Overflowing with thanksgiving on the Giving in Grace website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.givingingrace.org/userfiles/files/Design/Prayer_A4_simple.pdf" �http://www.givingingrace.org/userfiles/files/Design/Prayer_A4_simple.pdf�
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