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Planned Giving Review

20XX
The responsibility for resourcing our Church is ours.  No one else’s!!

This is challenging and exciting, for it means the Church of Today ensuring that there is a Church for Tomorrow.  This also means that the Church of today has an opportunity to shape the Church of tomorrow.  We can leave it in a better shape that when we commenced our journey of faith.  We could leave it in a worse position. 

This is exactly the challenge faced by previous generations.  They rose to it – recognising that God is Good.  We can do likewise, recognising all that God has given us.

This is something we need to


be
Reminded of



React to


and
Respond as we can.

Money is an emotive subject.  So, a few ground rules with which to start.
The Bible talks more about use of money and possessions than any other subject.

Jesus challenged, and challenges us to look at what there is available to believers.

St Paul provides a reassurance and a challenge in his letter to the Church in Corinth.

The parable of the widow’s mite reminds us of exceptional generosity.  Look at what she had left!  Nothing at all!  She chose to look at what God had given her – what she had, not what she had not.  Indeed, in the modern church, when it comes to giving it is the widows that do.  It is the rest of us that only might.

Are you Reminded; ready to React; able to Respond?

This ‘might’ and ‘do’ are graphically shown in XXXXX.
xx give under £8.00 per month
=
£xx pa

xx give £8.01 - £20.00 per month
=
£xx pa

xx give £20.01 - £30.00 per month
=
£xx pa
xx give £30.01 - £40.00 per month
=
£xx pa
xx give over £40.00 per month
=
£xx pa

The diocesan average for planned givers is £11.90 per week or £51.57 per month, whilst the Church of England national average is £13.00 per week or £56.33 per month (2017).

Some people give weekly, some monthly but the important thing is to be Reminded of React to and Respond as we can.

And, to complete the picture, a Giving Insight survey carried out across 5 denominations a few years ago shows giving from people aged between 65 – 75 is higher than that from people aged between 30 – 45.

These are people looking at what they have and thanking God in a tangible way.  They have taken responsibility.  We can do likewise.

Giving is part of what it means to be a Christian and it is right that there is no set membership fee.  We respond to God as we are able.  Just sometimes we need to seriously review this, particularly if our giving has not changed for a number of years. 
It is also important to note that God prompts us in many ways to support organisations and charities as well as the Church.  We would be very insular if all our giving went to the Church.  We would have a polo mint style faith if none of our giving was given to the Church. 

We all face a dilemma to get the right balance.  The Bible talks of giving 10% of our income.  General Synod (the Church of England ‘parliament’) has been encouraging us all to give 5% to and through the Church and 5% where God prompts us as individuals.  This is a challenge to us all and, if we meet it, the parish can be seen as a giving Church as we respond to local and wider needs in a collective manner. 

Our largest expense is that of the Parish Share – this is a contribution from all parishes towards the cost of ministry across the diocese.  Larger parishes contribute more than smaller ones and wealthier areas contribute more than less well-off areas.  The numbers are supplied by parishes and the budget set by Diocesan Synod – all members of which are resident and worship in parishes across the Diocese.
The combined sum requested of our three parishes is £XXXXX, which does seem a lot of money.  However, to place a priest in a parish costs £38,442 for stipend, pension and employers’ national insurance, plus the cost of housing and training brings it to £51,040 pa (2019); we are supported by others/we support other parishes AMEND AS APPROPRIATE.  When we consider the Diocesan Support Services; Schools and Education as well as training of new clergy and new/existing lay ministers, the level of support is even greater. 

Please do not think that this support will be withdrawn – it won’t be.  It is just helpful to know what Parish Share does because it is a large figure in our accounts.
In 2019, 450 of the 485 parishes across the Diocese managed to meet their requests for Parish Share contributions in full.  Only 35 did not and are being supported by others.  XXXXX has a role to play both as a local parish but also as part of the Diocese and also the Church in general. How big a role we can play depends on us.  Even when our Share is added to those of the other two churches in our benefice, the cost of deploying a priest in our parishes is not fully covered.  This support is budgeted for and freely offered by others.  Is it correct that we assume more support over and above that?  

We do not get funding for running costs from the Government; Lottery; National Trust – or anywhere. 
The Responsibility Is Ours.

This method of support is ‘being’ the Body of Christ.  And the same process should apply in XXXXX.  We should all look at what we have been given by God.  Those of us with more should give back more than those with less.

We should respond as we can.

And . . .

If we use planned giving envelopes or the enclosed Standing Order form, we can recognise God first in our budget.

Plus

Those of us who pay Income Tax, whether on wages/salary, pension or investments, can enable the parish to increase the value of our planned giving simply by completing the enclosed Gift Aid declaration.

£10.00 per week becomes £12.50 per week courtesy of the tax office!

There are a few other thoughts that often pop up into people’s minds when reading a booklet like this.  The more usual ones are:
What about those who live in the village and do not come to Church? 

This is a good question and one that needs to be addressed.  It is probably best to talk about faith raising before fund raising.  And, if we have a building need, the wider community will invariably respond when they know that we have done so ourselves. 

People of faith have always been there, serving others and we continue that tradition and practice.  We are here for all – both individually and as a Church.  It is what Jesus did, with the culmination being the events of Good Friday. 

Another question is often:
Why can’t you say what I should give because that is easier? 

It probably is and if we were all the same that is what we could do. 

But we all have different circumstances.  Because of this – and, of course, God has given us freewill -  we need to make a decision for ourselves.  It may be that we have family commitments (children/grandchildren in higher education etc) that mean we have to gradually move to the level at which we want to give. 

We do not all receive the same income.  Christian Teaching is very clear that the richer should be giving more than the less well off.  That is a challenge!

And finally:
What if I can’t give now, because I have little cash?

This is a situation that many of us face (as does the Church!)  An answer may be to look at your Will and see if that is a solution.  We will be looking at legacies next year, recognising that it is important that we all have an up-to-date Will. 

This is a way of giving that is undertaken by countless numbers of people. Could this be you? 
There are many different ways in which we serve – both within the Church and the wider community.

This booklet talks about money, as that is what needs to be prioritised now.

We were hoping to give you a chocolate biscuit called ‘TRIO’ but they are no longer made.  Do you remember them?  They had toffee in them as well as chocolate on the outside.  Don’t let people have to say that about the Church – do you remember it, for it is no longer here.  It is time to:
Review, in prayer, your current service and giving.  Make an adjustment as you can.

Renew your giving and service anew to God.

Rejoice in his generosity and your ability to respond.

With this booklet is a response form.  Please pray about your response and use the envelope provided.  There are fuller instructions on the folder pack.

We are holding a celebration Thank You service on date at time at which all responses will be offered at the altar.  It would help if you could pass the folder to the next person fairly quickly so that it gets round.

Thank you for reading this.  Thank you for responding.  We hope that you will find the following prayer helpful.





O Lord, help us to go out of ourselves, so that we may give ourselves over to you, with all our powers, with all that we are and all that we have.  	Amen





Jacob Boehme
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