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Many churches conduct a giving review each year.

We have not done so, but can.
Many churches meet all of their day to day expenditure by means of direct giving by Church members.

We do not, but could.

Almost all churches operate at a financial break even position when all income and expenditure is taken into account.
We do not every year, but could.

Almost every church sees an increase in giving income, from Church members, each year.

We do not, but could.

Because of this, many churches can concentrate on mission, growth and outreach with a financial base on which to build.
Due to a recent legacy, from NAME, we can do this.

This booklet presents a challenge to all Church members, but it is a challenge to which we can all rise.

A measure of the ease of challenge is to look backwards too how things were.
Queen Elizabeth became Queen, in 1952. The average weekly gift to the church was 1/2d (6p).  This would purchase 14 copies of the Daily Mail.  In 2017, the same quantity of Daily Mails would cost £14.00.  This figure is higher than the Diocesan average given in tax efficient planned giving schemes and certainly higher than the average in PARISH NAME.  We could try to be average . . .
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It may be helpful to think about what your regular gift to the church would buy and think back to what it would have bought when you started to give what you currently give.  Of course, no one is average.  Some will be able to afford less and some more.  This is in line with the Biblical teaching of proportionate giving.

We know that peoples’ income have gone up over the years (especially for pensioners).  Church costs have gone up as prices have risen with inflation, but church incomes have not kept up with costs.   We run with a regular shortfall and this cannot continue at the present rate.  In 2016 our shortfall worked out at just under £3.00 per week per church member.
Can you review your giving to ensure the future of your church?

Our largest item of expenditure is the Parish Share.  This is our requested contribution from the Diocese towards the cost of deploying clergy across Bath & Wells.   The Parish Share covers clergy pay, but also other Diocesan costs of deploying clergy (clergy do not receive the full amount).  The Parish Share is partly calculated based on church attendance, and differs from year to year.  In 2007 the Parish Share was £XXXXX.  In 2017 it is £XXXXX. As our attendance numbers have fallen, so has the amount requested from the Diocese.

The lower figure is below the cost to the Diocese of deploying VICAR to our parish and the shortfall is made up by other parishes who contribute a larger Parish Share than they need for deploying clergy to their own parish.

In addition to the Parish Share, we have other costs to meet for the on-going upkeep of the church and our facilities.
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Fortunately, there are numerous Biblical precedents of the stronger supporting the less strong.  Other parishes are willing to do this and they are able to support us as the average level of giving, seen across the Diocese, is somewhat higher than that seen in PARISH NAME.  We do need to ensure that we are playing our part as far as we are able.

Can you review your giving to ensure the future of your church?

We do have positive financial news as well.  When NAME died, she left a legacy, in her Will, to our church.  As requested by NAME, the Church Council has decided to allocate this to improve facilities within the building.  When we can get through the process (we have to obtain agreement from a large number of groups which have nothing to do with VILLAGE/TOWN NAME or the church), we will use the money from NAME to make a big dent in the cost of the project.
It is all too easy, when reviewing our giving, to just think about day to day matters.  A legacy could enable many things to happen (in much the same way as NAME’s money will do) – all of which will contribute to the long term sustainable future of the church in PARISH NAME.  Ideas include:-
Developing children’s ministry

Electrical re-wiring

Choir Vestry Roof Replacement

Organ Fund
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Will you review your Will to ensure the future of the church?

A legacy is a different way to give.  A bank Standing Order is a different way, for many, to give.  No more worrying about trying to find some cash when the collection basket comes round.  And it will be less worry for our Treasurer when Nat West closes our local branch.
A bank Standing Order also means that our giving can happen on the day on which we receive our income.  This also helps us to put God first in our budget – it could almost be said that we are giving what is right and not what is left.
A Standing Order form is printed opposite.  You could use the details for your online banking or you could complete the form and bring it to church on either DATE or DATE (see back cover for details).
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One practical issue is that of what we do when the collection basket comes round?  This is not a new thought and we do have a supply of laminated cards which can be used when you attend church.  Someone else’s blushes have provided a solution to your dilemma.

Will you review how you give to ensure the future of your church?

Please complete 

Full name [CAPITALS PLEASE] 

………………………………………………………………..
Address ….……………………………………............
…………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………
Postcode ……………………………

Telephone ……………………………………………….
Email ……………………………………………………….
I wish to give/continue to give £ ………….. monthly/quarterly/annually until further notice starting on ………………… (date)

I would like to give/continue to give by:-
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Standing Order


Regular envelopes


Other………………………………………
Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer and eligible to Gift Aid your donation, please complete the form below.  This will increase your gift by 25p for every £1 given (at current rate), at no extra cost to you or us.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made from the date of this declaration and in the past four years.  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………
Standing Order


Your bank and account

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………









Address ………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………
Please pay £ …………… 

monthly/quarterly/annually from my bank account (details above) to:

The Church’s bank and account 
Church to complete bank details 

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………….







Address ………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Starting on ………………. (date) until further notice.

This order cancels any previous instructions in favour of the above named Parochial Church Council.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………

 Thank you!!
Thank you for reading this booklet.

Thank you for considering and praying about your response.

Thank you for bringing your response (in the plain envelope provided) to church on either DATE or DATE.  Responses will be dedicated during the offertory at services on those days.

If you would like:-

· More information on the Parish Share, a film can be found on www.youtube.com (search for ‘Bath & Wells Common Fund’).

· More information about the use of a legacy, please speak to NAME.
· More information about the day to day accounts, please speak to NAME.
We are all assured, by St Paul, that a person is acceptable whatever they can afford – never mind what is beyond their means.

Thank you for your response.
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