
One of the joys of being a part of 
God’s family is that he has blessed 
us all with diff erent skills and 
abiliti es, personaliti es and gift s. 
St Paul describes this as being 
part of the body in 1 Corinthians, 
chapter 12 – “Just as a body, 
though one, has many parts, 
but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. Now you 
are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it. (v12,27)”

Those gift s and abiliti es can be 
contributed to our life together 
as a church, but they can also be 
given in all sorts of areas outside 
of the church.
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into many aspects of giving – ti me, money, 
hospitality, and more. So four questi ons to 
refl ect on our generosity: 

L Labour – in what ways am I giving my 
ti me and my labour, whether paid 
or unpaid? 

I   Interacti ons – am I generous in the 
small things in life, my daily interacti ons 
with other people?

F Finance – when I set my giving in the 
context of my income, is the percentage 
I’m giving away a realisti c amount?

E Experti se – In what ways do I share the 
skills, gift s and experience I’ve been 
given to benefi t others and the Church?

Spend some ti me refl ecti ng on these, and 
pray that the Spirit would help you focus on 
the next step for you in living generously.
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LIVING A GENEROUS 
LIFE

GIVING 
FOR LIFERefl ect: What gift s, experti se 

and abiliti es has the Holy 
Spirit given you?  How are you 
contributi ng these?  How might 
you give these?

“Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous; 
teach me to serve you as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost.” 
St Ignati us of Loyola (1491 - 1556)



The challenge to give generously is 
much wider than money.  Christi ans 
seek to focus their whole lives on 
serving God, and we may be called 
to serve by giving our labour (our 
ti me, skills and experience), whether 
that is full-ti me or part-ti me work, 
or in a voluntary role. 

It may well be that we’re called 
to serve in contexts other than 
the church – as teachers, medical 
professionals, carers or in many 
other professions. Outside of 
paid work, Church members 
provide a signifi cant proporti on 
of volunteering in the UK – that 
enables so many of our chariti es 
and community groups to functi on.  
As we give of our labour, whether 
in the church or outside of it, many 
also fi nd that they too are blessed.G
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generous in the large things, when 
we might take ti me to consider 
and pray through our response.

As we live out our lives moment 
by moment, we can be on auto-
pilot, with our insti ncts and values 
governing our interacti ons with the 
people and situati ons we encounter. 
Do they lead to us being generous 
drivers or courteous pedestrians? 
When we shop, do we consider 
being generous to those who have 
made or sell the goods we buy – 
buying fairtrade for example, or not 
always seeking the lowest possible 
price. Do we take the opportunity 
to brighten peoples lives with 
a smile or a kind word?

Whether we’re living comfortably, 
or struggling to get by, we’re called 
to give fi nancially too. How much 
we are able to give will clearly 
vary, but it is oft en those on the 
lowest incomes who are the most 
sacrifi cial of givers. As Christi ans, 
the more we are blessed with, the 
more we are called to give away. 

In his second lett er to the 
Corinthians, Paul encourages them 
to ‘excel in the grace of giving’ 
in talking about the collecti on for 
the needy church in Jerusalem 
(2 Cor 8:1-15). This means that our 
fi nancial giving needs to be a heart 
response as well as a head decision. 
As with all aspects of our giving, 
we are challenged to give freely 
and joyfully in response to the love, 
grace and mercy we have received 
from the Lord.

Refl ect: For a day or two, note 
where your insti ncts have led 
you – to generosity or to be 
somewhat self-centred. You 
might pray that the Holy Spirit 
would help you to be generous 
in the daily interacti ons of life.

Refl ect: Take stock of your own 
fi nancial giving. You might like to 
note your regular giving, and the 
one-off  gift s that you’ve made 
recently. Pause to pray about 
the level of your generosity in 
relati on to your income.

Refl ect: In the area of giving of 
ti me and labour, where are you 
currently serving God?  Might 
he be calling you to serve 
diff erently? 


