Interview

Celebrating 30 years

The Revd Jo Stobart, St Mary’s IIminster, was one of the team behind the recent
service of celebration of the ordination of women priests at Wells Cathedral.

A dining moment for Jo was seihg her
name on her church’s Clergy Board.

Why do you think it is import to
mark this anniversary?

Significant milestones are always a
good opportunity to reflect on where
you’ve been and where you’re going.
So, this thirtieth anniversary was a
chance for all of us in Bath and Wells
to celebrate the many gifts and
richness that women have brought to
ordained ministry over this time.

What does it mean to you
personally?

In 1994, | had just left University and
was working as a primary school
teacher. | had no sense that ordained
ministry would ever be on my
agenda. But God, as God so often
does, had other plans. This service of
celebration was my opportunity to
acknowledge the deep gratitude | feel
to the women who were pioneers,
whose faith, courage, and
perseverance made it possible for
me, thirty years on, to live out a
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vocation that gives me such joy.

What are your hopes for the future
of ministry in Bath & Wells?

My longing is that as people look
at our ministers, whether lay or
ordained, they encounter the
richness of all God’s people, a
wide variety of role models, who
will help them to believe that God
just might be calling them too. In
terms of patterns of work, family
roles are changing rapidly. | hope
that ministry can keep up with
these changes.

How was the celebration at Wells
Cathedral?

If you have the opportunity enrol
on the foundation course do it,
you will learn so much. I'm
learning so much and | never
expected that. It’s good for us to
move out of our comfort zone
and to explore different
possibilities and aspects of prayer
life because there is so much
more to it than shutting your eyes
and bowing your head.

Hear more from Jo at

bathandwells.org.uk/celebrating-
30-years
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A time to celebrate

What a joy it is to come together to
celebrate. Wedding season is upon
us and across Bath and Wells this
summer, churches will be the
scene of couples pledging their
lives to one another. But it also a
time for us to celebrate those who
minister in the church, both our
ordained ministers and those who
minister in other ways.

In June, colleagues, family and
friends came together for the
ordination of our new deacons and
priests at Wells Cathedral. St Paul’s
Weston-super-Mare was the venue
for our Celebration of Lay
Ministries service which saw
people from across the diocese
come together to give thanks

for all that lay people give to the
life of the church and to their
community.

In May, many of our women
priests, past and present, came
together to mark the 30th
anniversary of the ordination of
women priests. Our PCCs and
Treasurers have also been coming
together at Wells Cathedral for an
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Celebrating the 30th anniversary of the
ordination of women priests.

Evensong with Bishop Michael,
followed by refreshments at the
Bishop’s Palace. “These are all
special occasions and an important
reminder of how we all serve our
God and His Church in a host of
ways. In Bath and Wells we are
blessed with the gifts of so many
people — from those who lead,
including ordained ministers,
Readers and those who serve in
other ways, from mowing the
churchyard, to serving
refreshments. Our church life is
richer for all these gifts and it is
important that we take time to
cherish them and nurture them as
we seek to grow our church and
transform our communities
together.”
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