Diocese of Bath and Wells Prayer Calendar
May 2025
Thursday, 1 May
Lord, on this Labour Day in Zambia, we give thanks for the hardworking people of the nation and pray for fair wages, safe conditions, and dignity for every worker. Bless Zambia’s efforts toward economic development, that opportunities may grow, and all may share in prosperity and hope.
Friday, 2 May
Teacher God, as RE leads and teachers gather at Flourish House today for their annual conference, we ask that you inspire them in their work: opening up opportunities for children and young people to be curious about faith.
Saturday, 3 May
Loving God, we pray for Bishop Ruth as she begins her new role as Interim Bishop of Liverpool. Fill her with wisdom, courage and compassion as she leads your people. May she be a source of unity, hope, and encouragement, and may Your Spirit guide her in all she does.
Sunday, 4 May
Almighty God, we give thanks for the English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era, who stood firm in faith through times of division and trial. Strengthen us to follow their example with courage and grace, seeking truth, unity, and a deeper love for Christ above all.
Monday, 5 May
Heavenly Father, we pray for benefices in vacancy in the Somerset South Deanery. Send your Holy Spirit on them at this time of change and uncertainty, hold them in your loving care, and guide with your wisdom those who will discern the way ahead.
Tuesday, 6 May
Loving God, as exam season begins for many students across our diocese, we ask that you take away their stress and worries as they enter their exam rooms. We remember those students for whom formal education is a challenge.
Wednesday, 7 May
Jesus, who experienced homelessness, we pray today for all who are without a home: those who have lost homes through war and natural disaster and those who struggle to secure a home through financial constraints. Help and inspire those who seek to support, help and guide them.
Thursday, 8 May
Gracious God, we thank you for Julian of Norwich and her deep trust in your love. Help us, like her, to find peace in your mercy and hope in your promise that “all shall be well.” May her faith inspire us to rest in your goodness each day.
Friday, 9 May
God, leader of all, we pray for all Readers who are involved in any kind of leadership in their benefices. Let them draw people to know you through their preaching and the kindness they show the people in their communities.
Saturday, 10 May
God of compassion, we pray for those people currently seeking employment. We ask that you may open unexpected doors so they might experience life in all its fullness.
Sunday, 11 May
On this National Sports Sunday, we thank you, Lord, for those who play and watch sport. Thank you for the teamwork and community that is a part of sport. We pray for Nailsea Junior Parkrun run by Trendlewood Church and all those churches serving their local communities through sports ministry.
Monday, 12 May
As SATS week begins for Year 6 children across the country, we pray that they might know your loving peace and presence. May all our children and young people know that their identity is held in you.
Tuesday, 13 May
Lord of Life, as Youth & Children’s Workers and Education Chaplains from across our diocese meet at Hill House today, may they be refreshed in their ministries amongst children, young people and families.
Wednesday, 14 May
Everlasting God, bless the clergy and lay leaders taking part in the final session of Launchpad at Flourish House today. May they be inspired and equipped to begin new youth work with young people in their churches, schools and communities.
Thursday, 15 May
Lord, you bless us with abounding hope. When power seeks to silence justice, give us the courage to raise our voice. When an end to poverty seems far off, renew our faith in your kingdom come on earth. When our neighbour reaches out, inspire us to respond with overflowing love.
Friday, 16 May
Loving God, we thank you for Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer who we remember today, with her tireless work for the poor and vulnerable. Inspire us to follow her example with compassion, courage, and a heart for justice: serving others as Christ taught us.
Saturday, 17 May
God of all, we pray for all discerning a call to local lay ministries as worship leaders, pastoral assistants, preachers, leaders in youth and children’s work and many other ministries. May they hear your call and be strengthened in serving you and their communities.
Sunday, 18 May
Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the joyful sound of church bells and for all who ring them in praise of you. As their music calls us to worship, may it also ring out hope, peace, and welcome to our communities. Bless all bellringers with skill, joy, and fellowship.

Monday, 19 May
God, we pray for all those affected by dementia and brain injury—facing daily challenges. Grant them comfort, resilience, and moments of peace. Bless those who support, research, and advocate, and help us to build communities that honour every person with dignity, understanding, and love.
Tuesday, 20 May
Lord Jesus, who had no place to lay your head or call home except in heaven, protect and support refugees everywhere. Whether forced from home or seeking a better future when work and food are scarce, we pray for them as they seek a just future, and for ourselves in response to their plight.
Wednesday, 21 May
Ever-present Lord, may we be reminded of your eternal provision this Water-Saving Week. May we consciously protect and preserve the essential resource of water and in doing so, find you, the water of life.
Thursday, 22 May
God of love, as summer begins to arrive, we pray for all those people across our Diocese serving in the hospitality and tourist industry. We pray that as visitors come to the South West, we might welcome them with open arms.
Friday, 23 May
Lord God, all things come from you, and we give thanks for your blessings. As Wells Archdeaconry meets today for Money Matters training, help us to be prompted by you to make wise choices with the gifts you so generously give us.
Saturday, 24 May
Gracious God, we give thanks for John and Charles Wesley, for their passion to share the Gospel and their gift of song that stirs hearts to faith. Inspire us to proclaim Christ with courage and to worship you with joy and devotion.
Sunday, 25 May
Lord, on this Africa Day, we give thanks for the rich heritage, unity, and resilience of the African nations, celebrating the founding of the African Union. Bless Zambia and all of Africa with peace, progress, and strong leadership, that they may thrive in unity and hope.
Monday, 26 May
Jesus the pioneer, we give thanks for reformers who have gone before us. Help us to be courageous, bold and creative as we seek ways to live and tell your story in our communities.
Tuesday, 27 May
God of peace, as we continue the remembrance of VE day, we give thanks for those who sacrificed so much to bring peace. As we yet again live in uncertain times, we pray for those who are in positions of authority across our globe, that their hearts and minds seek your ways of wisdom, justice and compassion.

Wednesday, 28 May
God of peace and justice we pray for an end to conflict across the world. We long for leaders of nations to work together to bring an end to the misery of war so that people can begin to rebuild their shattered lives.
Thursday, 29 May
Father, inspire us with our faith in Christ Jesus, with thoughts that transcend our earthly possessions, to be caught up in the love of Christ and all that this means, especially in our Magnificat benefices.
Friday, 30 May
Creative God, as we remember Josephine Butler, social reformer, we pray for all those in our local communities who seek to make a difference. Inspire and encourage them through your Holy Spirit.
Saturday, 31 May
As we recall today the visit of Elizabeth to Mary, we pray, Lord, for all who are seeking to become parents, especially for those whose journey is not without complication. We give thanks for foster parents, guide and strengthen them in this task of generous love.

